L Reflection

For our project, my partner and I decided to spread awareness about Vancouver's current homelessness crisis through engaging with the Windermere Secondary Schools community as well as Vancouver's homeless community by creating a hand knit quilt with the help of Windermere students.  Over the course of about three weeks, Grace and I held lunchtime workshops in order to spread awareness about the complexities of Vancouver's current homelessness crisis as well as teach participants how to do basic knitting stitches. Our main Goal was to create a place where people of all different ages could come together and share their diversity through knitting. We hoped to have at least 15 participants at every workshop but we were overjoyed to see more than 30 students come and participate in our workshop. We were able to create quite a larger quilt with the help of our participants and I believe that the quilt really shows the schools diversity.


My partner and I began by creating posters about our workshops as well as creating multiple announcements. We talked to our peers and attempted to entice them using food but we often failed. We realize how difficult it was to try and get students to give up their lunches to participate in our workshops. I think if I was to redo the project I would have liked to have done the workshops at a community center to hopefully have a higher engagement level. This project really brought me out of my comfort zone since I struggle to self-advocate and I get very nervous leading activities.


After we advertised and talked to our peers it was time to actually begin the workshops. On the first day, we were slightly unprepared seeing that we assumed only 15-20 people were going to participate and over 30 showed. We did not do an introduction which through off the workshop a bit. We ran out of food quickly and there were not enough knitting supplies for everyone so some people had to share. After the first workshop, we became much more familiar with leading the activities and we were able to prepare our supplies more effectively. We ensured there was a clear start to the workshop and that everyone felt comfortable. My partner and I went around and taught our participants how to knit, gave them juice boxes and granola bars and we fostered conversations about the homelessness crisis and shared some statistics we found on local new posts and blogs. After a couple of workshops, we really got the hang of leading them and we were able to acquire quite a large amount of knit squares. We were very fortunate to have Ms.Remple participate in our workshop since she is an avid knitter her self and was extremely helpful when it came to teaching our participants. We made a card and sent it around the room to have all of the participants sign it and we are going to be sending it to Look Out Homeless shelter along with the finished quilt.


To continue our project we hope to be displaying the quilt in Windermere for about a week and then to donate it to Lookout health and society homeless shelter. We created a display to showcase the work and time the students who participated put into this project, and we are planning on putting it up by the middle of this week. We are going to take transit to bring the quilt as well as the signed card to the homeless shelter.


This project has been difficult with all of the planning and a time spent to get snacks and supplies and to talk to and engage with our school community to try and find participants. It was very clear people had no interest in learning how to knit and it was a bit disheartening to be constantly rejected by our peers, but I think both me and grace have developed many skills through this project. First I strongly believe my communication skills have improved since I have not only lead the workshops but I also presented multiple time to my various classes in order to get people involved with our workshop. Next, I think I have greatly improved my organization skills since I have had to acquire all of the supplies for the workshops as well as set up for them. Overall this project has been a challenge but it has helped us step out of our comfort zones and have the ability to try something new. We have gained many experiences throughout the past month and we will continue to put much effort into bringing the project to a conclusion within the next two weeks or so.




	Outputs
	Short-term Outcomes
	Long-term Outcomes
	Indicators (Quantitative Proof)
	Data Collection Method (How you measured the output)

	Engaging with the Windermere community by getting Students to participate in Lunch time meetings/ workshops

	Bring Windermere community closer together by bringing awareness to the complexities of the local homeless crisis, teach participants basic knitting skills, foster new friendships, and create a quilt.
	Spread awareness to the Vancouver homeless crisis and donate a handcrafted blanket to Lookout Housing and Health Society.
	Having over 30 Participants come to each workshop- having lots of squares knit as well as over 30 signatures on the card we made fo Lookout Housing and Health Society
	We took lots of photos to document the meetings and we have a finished quilt, signed card, posters, and we will have a display in the front of the school with the finished product.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]bring quilt and card to Lookout Housing and Health Society
	Show Windermere's efforts to help people less fortunate.
Hopefully keep someone warm during the next few months of winter.
	Spreading awareness to the issue and helping people less fortunate. Showing that when many people work together we are able to accomplish lots.
	We are still in the process of finishing our project
	We are still in the process of finishing our project

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



